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Received As The Word of God

1 Thessalonians 2:13 – 16

Our text expresses the value of the word of God to those who believe

Hebrew writer describes the Word – Hebrews 4:11 – 13

The message from God was in the writer’s mind in Hebrews – Hebrews 1:1-2; 5, 6, 8, 10, 13; 2:1-2; 3:16, 18

The message of Hebrews is that God’s word is living and active

The warning of Hebrews 4:11 is that we should diligently seek to enter God's rest by faith—so we do not lose the promised rest

The Word of God is not only an instrument for saving, comforting, nourishing and healing, BUT is also a tool of judgment and execution

In the day of the great judgment hypocrisy will be revealed

Real lived faith will bring joy for eternity

No list of good works, even very sacrificial ones, will not save if the thoughts and intentions are not right – 1 Corinthians 13:1 – 3

Old Testament writers support this view of a living word – Deuteronomy 32:47; Psalm 19:7, 8; Isaiah 55:11

The Bible is not a dead, dry - though sometimes dusty - antique

The words of Jesus are both spirit and life - John 6:63

The result of the word of God in our heart today should be to develop active faith – Romans 10:17

Back to our text from 1 Thessalonians 2:13 - 16

The revealed will of God has always been bittersweet – Revelation 10:8 – 10

Sweetness in contemplating the glory of eternal life with God
Bitterness in separation from God forever

The contrast in our text is between those who

accepted the word of God and those who opposed it

Story of the Old Testament is a continuing story of rejection
Paul & Silas had much to rejoice about at Thessalonica- Acts 17:2 - 4
However, opposition came and Paul and Silas had to leave - Acts 17:5
Paul was concerned about them and sent Timothy back to check on them – 1 Thessalonians 3:5 
Greatly excited at the report brought back to them - 1 Thessalonians 3:6
Paul emphasized that the message they had accepted was not, as the word of men BUT the word of God
More in our next study on the importance of the gospel…

